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Swiss Forest Legal Basis

Swiss Federal Act on Forest, Definition of forest

• Forest is defined as any area that is covered with 

forest trees or forest shrubs and can fulfil forest 

functions. Origin, type of use and land registry 

designation are not decisive.

• Isolated groups of trees and shrubs, hedges, 

avenues, gardens, planted areas and parks, tree 

plantations established on open ground for short-

term use and trees and bushes on check dams and 

in the immediate foreground of such installations are 

not defined as forest
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Definition of Urban Forestry

« Urban and peri-urban forestry is the practice of 
managing urban forests to ensure their optimal 
contributions to the physiological, sociological and 
economic well-being of urban societies. It is an 
integrated, interdisciplinary, participatory and strategic 
approach to planning and managing forests and trees 
in and around cities. It involves the assessment, 
planning, planting, maintenance, preservation and 
monitoring of urban forests, and it can operate at 
scales ranging from single trees to landscapes » 
(FAO, 2016). 

→ Mismatch with the Swiss Federal Act on Forest
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Urban Forestry

Fauser 2014

Building bridges between forests and cities



Urban Forestry and its links to the Swiss Forest Policy

Clémence Dirac, FOEN

Strategic direction 12.3:

Intersectoral partnerships 

shall be strengthened and 

synergies with other (national 

and international) policy and 

economic sectors 

established. 

Swiss Forest Policy 2020
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Recreation

Maintain of 

protection forests

Sustainable 

harvest of wood

Biodiversity

conservation

Climate change 

mitigation 

Drinking water 

The Swiss forest shall be 
conserved as an adaptable 
ecosystem so that it can 
provide its wideranging
services in terms of 
protection against natural 
hazards and as supplier of 
wood, recreational space, 
habitats for animals and 
plants, and drinking-water 
under changing climate 
conditions.

Links of UF to the Swiss Forest Policy
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Links of UF to the Swiss Forest Policy

Trees in cities also 
provide many ecosystem 
services that can be 
quantified. 
Just like forest 
management, the 
management of urban 
trees strongly influences 
the quality of the services 
they provide. 

→ Synergies between urban tree and forest 
management could optimize both different types of 
management. 
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Links of UF to the Swiss Forest Policy

• The Swiss Federal Act on Forest is intended to 
ensure that the forest can fulfil its functions, in 
particular its protective, social and economic 
functions (forest functions)

• In the urban ecosystem, groups of trees, individual 
trees and in general the entire green infrastructure 
fulfil an important social function, which can decrease 
the pressure due to recreation activities on forest .

→ In order to best manage the social function of the 
forest, it is therefore necessary to combine it with the 
social function of urban green spaces.



Urban Forestry and its links to the Swiss Forest Policy

Clémence Dirac, FOEN

Links of UF to the Swiss Forest Policy

The risks of urban green:

− New forest pests often occur 
first in urban areas (e.g. on 
construction sites)

− Public green spaces are 
usually the first to be affected                                  

− Neophytes (natural 
immigration or spread by 
humans)

→ Collaboration between cities 
and forest is really important

The Asian longhorned beetle

Japanese knotweed

The Asian longhorned beetle
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Actions of the Swiss Forest Policy

• The concept of Urban Forestry should be included in 

the future Swiss Forest Policy 20XX to strengthen the 

synergies

• Financial support to ArboCityNet (ACN), which is an 

interdisciplinary Swiss network for building bridges 

between different green space-related actors. 

ArboCityNet | Schweizer Netzwerk für Urban Forestry

• Financial support to specific UF Swiss projects         

(i-tree, new CAS in UF)

• Participation to the European Forum on Urban 

Forestry (financial support in 2021 for the 

development of the application and in 2014 for EFUF)

https://www.arbocitynet.ch/de/startseite/
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