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Town & Country Planning Association

‘To challenge, inspire and support people

to create healthy, sustainable and

resilient places that are fair for everyone.’

www.tcpa.org.uk



The Garden City ethos 



From Garden Cities to New Towns 



From Garden Cities to New Towns 



Creating balanced communities 



Healthy and Green New Towns

• Marrying town and country 
• Healthy lifestyles
• Walkable neighbourhoods
• Holistic landscape-led design 
• Creating a sense of place in a new 

environment
• Landscape design & management 

teams – tree nurseries
• Later New Towns integrated GI and 

SUDs 
• ‘…the moulding of environmental 

influences to achieve economic and 
social gains’



Telford
‘Mark Two’ New Town – Designated 16 January 1963

• Originally Dawley – cultural history
• Overspill from urban centres plus 

regeneration of coalfield area
• 1971 Landscape Structure Plan was

fundamental to its success –
updated every 5 years

• Telford – The Forest City - built 
form of the new town subservient 
to the landscape – a settlement in 
a landscape – 40% of the town

• 10 yr afforestation prog 6.5m trees
• First town in the UK to get forest

stewardship Certification



Cumbernauld
‘Mark One’ New Town – Designated 9 December 1955

• 1946 Clyde Valley Regional Plan -
Glasgow overspill 

• ‘whole place’ approach to design
• Departed from the New Town  

‘neighbourhood’ principle + higher 
density

• Hilltop town  - experimental 
architecture making use of the 
topography 

• More than 50% greenspace
• 23% Tree Cover
• Current Partnerships to manage 

landscape for people & biodiversity



Milton Keynes   
‘Mark Three’ New Town – Designated 23 January 1967

• 250k pp’n – London overspill
• ‘lazy’ grid of transport corridors that 

gently followed the landscape 
• Masterplan had an integrated approach

to landscape – from soil preservation
and biodiversity to wellbeing

• No building to be above tree line…
• Since 1992 Parks Trust provided model 

for stewardship 
• 5k acres of parkland, rivers, lakes and 

trees, 22m trees 
• MK 50 Plans - MK Forest City 



‘Build the trellis and let the roses grow where they will’
A landscape-led approach     



New Town Renewal 
Challenges and opportunities

• Lack of resources for
maintenance

• Impacts on usage of transport
networks e.g. cycleways

• Pressures to densify housing
areas

• Adapting to the climate crisis
• Town centre ownership 

challenge
• New powers and stewardship 

models
• Estate GI for food and energy
• Landscape as cultural heritage 



Garden City principles 



Trees in ‘new’ Garden Cities & New Towns 
Challenges and opportunities



The Heart of the Matter 
Long-term stewardship essential to make it a reality 



Thank you!

Katy Lock
Director, Communities 
(FJ Osborn Fellow)
TCPA

@katy_lock
@theTCPA

6 May 2021


